
Eye Tests 
 

F2 children will have the opportunity to have an eye test in school. This is undertaken by a qualified optician 
however parental consent is required for your child to be able to access this. We will send you a consent form to 
fill in nearer the time. 
 

Special Educational Needs      
                                                

Some children may need some additional support to help their development stay on track. During your child’s 
time in Foundation Stage, we are constantly observing and assessing your child’s understanding and development 
and any areas of need will be identified. We will talk to you about any concerns we may have and what additional 
support we can offer and you can offer in order to help your child to develop well within their learning.  If you 
have any concerns yourself regarding your child’s development, please speak to a member of staff and they will 
do all they can to help. The school SENCO, Mrs Rose, will co-ordinate the support plan for your child and alongside 
the class teacher will ensure that your child’s needs are best met. On occasions it may be beneficial to involve oth-
er specialist agencies such as speech therapy or the Learning Support Service however parental consent is always 
required for these services and this will be a decision made together for the best interest of the child.  
 

Child Protection 
 

All schools are required by law to follow a set procedure for Child Protection concerns. Any concerns must be      
referred to social services by the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Principal) within school for further investigation. 
This is purely to protect any child who may be at risk. 
 

Admissions to FS2 

If your child is currently in F1 then you will need to apply for an FS2 place to the Local Authority. The Local                             
Authority will write to you during the Autumn term and you will need to complete your application by the                    
deadline (usually very beginning of January). Decisions about FS2 places are entirely decided by the Local                            
Authority and school have no involvement. Please be aware that your child having a place in FS1 at Waverley does 
not in any way guarantee a place at Waverley in FS2. Admissions arrangements are available on the school                  
website.  
 

Parents as partners  

At Waverley Junior Academy we work closely with parents and carers as we believe we are partners in your        

children’s development. Each term we will:  

 Host a creative morning where you can work with your child to complete art and craft activities  

 Invite you to a learning showcase where you can sit with your child and look at their amazing achievements  

 Provide workshops and handouts to support you with home learning  

 Arrange a ‘catch up’ for you with your child’s Key Worker  

 Post updates of the exciting activities we carry on the school’s Facebook page  

 Share planning with you via the school website  

 Update you  your child’s development via the I Connect app 

All Foundation Stage staff will also be available each week if you have any questions or concerns.  

We hope that this booklet has answered some of your questions and helped to ease any of your worries about 
your child starting school. We will do everything we can to ensure that your child’s experience of Waverley’s 

Early Years Foundation Stage is the very best that it can be. We look forward to working with you and your child 
during their time in Foundation Stage. 
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Welcome to Foundation Stage at Waverley Junior Academy 
 

Welcome to the Foundation Stage at Waverley Junior Academy. Starting school is an exciting time for children. 
They visit new places, make friends and have new experiences together. We make it a very happy and rewarding 
time. At WaverleyJunior Academy we aim to do the best we can, to help you both feel welcome and to make the 
transition from home  to school and from Foundation 1 (Nursery) to Foundation 2 (Reception) as easy as possible. 

We hope this booklet provides you with the information you need and answers some of the questions that you 
may have. 

Our school details are: 

Principal: Mrs C. Keeton 

Waverley Junior Academy 

Waverley Walk 

Rotherham 

S60 8DD 

Telephone number:  

E-mail:  info@waverleyacademy.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/waverleyjunioracademy 

Web:  www.waverleyacademy.org 
 

We would like to introduce you to our Foundation Stage Team. 

Mrs R. Bolton   Vice Principal & Foundation Stage Leader  

Miss H. Oxley                         Nursery Manager & FS1 Lead (Penguins) 

Miss C. Haywood                Foundation Stage 2 Teacher (Turtles) 

Miss J. Hughes                       Foundation Stage 2 Teacher (Wolves) 
 

As more members of the team are appointed we will introduce them to you vis email and facebook.  

Please feel free to speak to any member of staff if you have any questions or queries. There will be teaching staff 
available outside the Foundation Stage unit before school and after school if there is any information that you 
need to share with them or any questions to ask. 
 

Session times for FS0 and F1 children:  

All children are entitled to 15 hours free provision and some children will be entitled to a further 15 hours free 
provision. For more information on this you can visit  www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or contact a member of our 
team. These hours are subject to places being available within the setting.  

The session times and prices are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note we do accept Childcare vouchers.  

Morning session  8:45 —11:45 £12.00 

Afternoon session  11:45 —2:45  £12.00 

Full day  8:45 —2:45  £24.00 

Breakfast club (FS1) 7:45 —8:45 £3.00 

After school club  (FS1) 2:45 — 6:00 £4.00 per hour 

  

Attendance and Absence 
 

Regular attendance is very important for your child to make progress and settle into routines. Children starting 

school do get a lot of colds, but do not need to be off school with a runny nose or a small cough. However, if they 

have a temperature they should not come to school. After any episodes of sickness or diarrhea we ask that       

children remain at home for 48 hours after symptoms have stopped—as per the NHS guidelines.  

Please let us know as soon as you can if your child is going to be absent. You can telephone or school to do this. In 

FS2 our registers are checked by the Education Welfare Officer and frequent, unexplained absence will be 

looked into. 

It is very important that we have up to date telephone numbers so that we can contact you if your child is ill and 

needs to be collected. If you change your details please let us know and we will update our records. 

 

Medical needs and administration of medicines 

 

It is very important that we are informed of any medical conditions relating to your child so that we can prepare 

for this and ensure that your child remains safe and healthy at school. 

In order for medicines to be administered to children during the school day you will need to complete a medicine 

authorisation form (this can be collected from the office or downloaded from the school website and printed at 

home) which will need to be handed in alongside the medicine at the school office.  

Medication for ongoing conditions such as asthma or allergies should be kept in school, alongside a completed 

medicine authorisation form and medical plan where possible (e.g. asthma plan from the doctor). 

 

Behaviour and Rewards 

 

Appropriate behaviour is encouraged and praised throughout Foundation Stage. Expectations, including our      
Fabulous Five are clearly shared with the children and these are constantly being reinforced to support the chil-
dren in making good choices. A positive behaviour culture is promoted and we regularly give stickers and certifi-
cates to promote and reward good behaviour. In Foundation Stage, we will follow the school behavior policy 
which is available to download from the school website.  
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School Uniform 

All children need to be in full school uniform (once the guidance for the COVID-19 pandemic allows this).  

It is a good idea to provide your child with a spare set of clothes in case of accidents, however we do have some 
spares in school and will always ensure that your child is looked after if they do have an accident at school (please 
wash these spare clothes and return to school). The children do experience a range of messy activities and will be 
provided with aprons to wear, but they may get messy during the day! 

Please can you ensure that your child has a coat with them every day as they have access to the outside learning 
environment.  Also, during periods of hot weather please ensure that your child brings a sun hat and sun cream 
every day to school. 

Please ensure your child has sensible, closed-toe footwear (as stated in the uniform policy) as some sandals and 
flip-flops can be dangerous when running and climbing.   
 

Uniform 

 Grey trousers / dress /skirt/ shorts/ yellow gingham dress in summer 

 Yellow polo shirt  

 School jumper 

 Black shoes  

 School coat (optional) 

School coats, school jumpers and book bags can be purchased from Pinders Schoolwear.  The rest of the school 
uniform can be purchased through supermarkets and high street stores. 

 

Please remember to clearly name all your child’s clothing. School jumpers and coats are expensive and often 
get muddled up or lost if not clearly labelled. 
 

 P.E. kit (for FS1 and FS2 only): 

 Black shorts (black tracksuit bottoms in winter) 

 Yellow T shirt  

 Black pumps for in door PE/trainers for outdoor PE  
 

PE kits should be labelled with your child’s name and kept in school, they will be sent home half termly unless 
they get particularly dirty in which case they will be sent home earlier.  
 

P.E 
 

Physical Development is one of the Early Year’s Areas of Learning. Many ongoing skills in this area are developed 
within the Unit and through outdoor provision and learning.  
 

However, in addition to this, FS1 and FS2 children take part in a PE session once a week led by our P.E lead Mr 
Taylor. This will involve joining in with a range of games, gymnastics and movement to music.  

Mr Taylor will also talk to the children about having a healthy lifestyle, for example the importance od brushing 
our teeth, drinking water and exercising  and what a healthy diet consists of. 

Times for FS2 children: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All children must be brought to and collected from he Foundation Stage entrance by a responsible adult. Please let 
us know if someone unknown will be collecting your child so that we are aware who we are looking for and set up 
a password for them to use. Children will only be allowed to go when an adult, within the FS Unit, sees a known 
parent/carer (or a person specified by yourself – if different to normal). Please aim to be on time to collect your 
child - five minutes may only be a short time to an adult but it can seem like an eternity to a young child, especially 
when all the other children have gone.  

 

Foundation@Waverley  
 

The Early Years setting at Waverley provides a safe, secure and stimulating learning environment for all children. 

Provision is planned in short topics or themes based on the children’s interests and includes a balance of both in-

door and outdoor learning. The children earn through high quality play which develops their confidence and        

Independence, as well as fun and engaging adult led activities where children will learn to read appropriate books, 

write in sentences, learn about numbers as well as being introduced to other subjects. 

The Foundation Stage is an important period of children’s education as it develops an early love of learning. At   

Waverley we ensure all children are prepared for future challenges and successes. We ensure a smooth transition 

from home to school and then prepare the children to begin the National Curriculum in Key Stage 1.   

 

Aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

 To encourage the development of self-esteem, a sense of achievement and self-confidence in a safe and 
supported learning environment. 

 To encourage learning through direct, hands-on experience. 

 To encourage independence, a sense of responsibility and the confidence to make decisions and choices. 

 To help children become aware of the needs of others through interaction with adults and peers. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The EYFS curriculum is divided into seven “Areas of Learning”. 

3 Prime areas of learning:  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Physical Development 

 Communication and Language 

4 specific areas of learning: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

School day  8:40 —3:00  

Breakfast club  7:45 —8:40 

After school club   3:00 — 6:00 



Throughout these areas, the children will be developing the Characteristics of Effective Learning: 

 Playing and Exploring 

 Active Learning 

 Creating and Thinking Critically 
 

Communication and Language 
 

Throughout all of your child’s experiences, language is the key skill. In all areas of learning, children are                
encouraged to develop speaking and listening skills and to think independently. This is a skill which can easily be 
supported at home. Lots of discussion, asking questions (during any experience) and reading, sharing and              
discussing books (word understanding and context understanding is very important) are key ways of supporting 
your child’s communication and language development. We hold a phonics sessions for parents and carers during 
your child’s time in Foundation Stage and this is intended to support parents with helping their child learn new 
phonics and be able to apply this within the reading process.  
 

Assessment 
 

Ongoing assessment takes place in all the areas of learning through observation of child and adult initiated                      
activities and by talking to the children. 

Each child is regularly assessed against the EYFS profile. The profile measures achievements against the Early Years 
Foundation Curriculum. Children are assessed according to age in months. This means that if a child has well         
developed skills they may be said to be working at an age level above their actual age, in months. If a child is       
finding something challenging they may be levelled at an age below their actual age, in months. Young children 
develop at different rates and their abilities can change rapidly; this is nothing to worry about! 

At the end of FS2 the final results of the EYFS profile are shared with the Year 1 teacher to facilitate transition into 
Key Stage 1. 

Your child’s development will be shared at pupil reviews during the Autumn and Spring terms and within the end 
of year school report. During these reviews, please feel free to ask any questions or share any concerns.  
 

Home Learning 

Home learning will be set for all children in a variety of ways: 

 Each half term they will receive a bingo style sheet with activities the children can complete and tick off.  

 Each week suggested tasks to support the children’s future learning  will be stuck in their planner  

 Helpful websites to develop Literacy and Maths skills will be shared on the school websites 

 

F1 children: 

 Each week your child/ren will be asked to learn a new nursery rhyme  

 In addition to this, your child will bring home a school library book each week. Please read this book with 
your child and discuss it. Record any comments made by your child in their book-share book. This is a very 
important step towards your child becoming an independent reader.  

 Later in the year, phonic activities will be sent home with your child. Once again, please encourage your 
child to take part in these activities with your support. 

 In the Summer term, when/if your child can orally blend and segment sounds and has good letter                             
recognition they will start bringing home school reading books. 

 

F2  children: 

 Each week your child will be given a reading book to share with you at home. A planner is provided                    
alongside the reading book for you to comment on your child’s reading. Book bags will be checked every 
day and books will be changed once a week. Please try to read with your child at least 3 times a week as it 
is vital that reading is practiced regularly. Ensure that you are encouraging your child to talk about the pic-
tures in the book and the story e.g. how do you think _________ feels? Why? 

 Other learning, such as phonic and number activities will sometimes be sent home to support your child’s 
specific needs identified within learning which is taking place in school. 

 When children are ready, they will be provided with a spelling book to practice high-frequency and tricky 
words and words based on phonic patterns. 

 

For all FS children, please ensure that your child brings their book bag every day and please remember to check 
it regularly for letters and communications from school. 

 

Snack Time and Baking 
 

A snack is available each day. This varies and includes items such as crackers and cheese, malt loaf and cereal 
bars. Milk and fruit are always available and children are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school each day. 
We ask for a small contribution to cover the cost of snack and baking activities. We ask that this is paid on a   
termly basis at a cost of £6. All snacks and baking are suitable for vegetarians. Please inform us immediately of 
any food allergies your child may have. 
 

FS2 Dinner Time 
 

Since September 2014 all children in F2 have been entitled to a free, cooked school dinner. Alternatively, you may 
provide your child with a packed lunch. All of the FS2 children eat their lunch in the school hall (FS2 enter first) 
and will be joined by the year 1 and 2 classes.  
 

Food allergies: 

Parents need to inform school if children have any food related allergies so that the Cook can cater for your 
needs. Where the cases are more complex, we may ask that you meet with the Cook before your child starts 
school so that the needs can be discussed in detail and meal plans can be agreed. Please provide any care plans 
or documentation from the GP and/or hospital that you have. 
 

Packed Lunches: 

For packed lunches please send in a named lunch box/bag with an ice pack inside, if possible, as the school has no 
refrigeration facilities available. Drinks need to be in a plastic bottle or carton – no fizzy drinks please. Also, we 
are a healthy school and therefore we ask for only one chocolate item within packed lunches.  

 

FS1 and FS0 dinner time (for children staying for a full day): 

FS1 children can order a school dinner if they wish but this is not covered by the free meals scheme and therefore 
would need to be paid for.  This cost can be added to your bill or be paid for using the I connect app  if your child 
is only attending free sessions. Alternatively, you may provide your child with a packed lunch following the guid-
ance above.  

FS0 children will need to bring a packed lunch from home.  

All FS1 and FS0 children will eat their dinner in the Foundation Stage Setting.  


